
You know what’s wild? This is a time and age where being fired by a big television network
can probably be the best career decision that you will ever make. And there is no one, who
represents this strange reality better than Megyn Kelly. The Megyn Kelly net worth story
isn’t just about how much money she is piled (spoiler: it is approximately 45 million at the
moment of 2026). It is over how she has made her name out of one of the most disorderly
television firings in history and turned it into a media empire that puts money into her
pockets as she sits at home in her yoga pants.

Be honest with me a moment. At the time that Kelly received the boot by NBC in 2018
following that blackface comment controversy, the vast majority of the population believed
that her career was over. The internet was in high season. The think pieces were brutal.
However, in this case, we are in 2026 and she is laughing right to the bank as legacy media is
endorsing viewers like a stuck pig. In a way sometimes karma is not bad to observe.

From Courtroom to Newsroom
Here’s the thing nobody really talks about when they discuss the Megyn Kelly net worth
trajectory. She did not even begin with the desire to become a media personality. Kelly was a
full throttle corporate lawyer who had been employed in high profile law firms such as Jones
Day and Bickel and Brewer. She had nine years to grind it in the legal community, the entire
corporate litigation that would drive most individuals insane.

However, when her father passed away unexpectedly when she was fifteen years old, it
became a financial issue in her family. She even in her high school yearbook wrote that her
ambitions were college, government and wealth in literal sense. Not so discreet, but at least,
she was not ashamed of her ambitions. And you have to respect someone who actually does
what she or he had planned to do.

In 2003 she entered the television business and began at an ABC affiliate in Washington D.C.
before being picked up by Fox News in 2004. And it is then that things got really interesting
and the root of her present financial empire was planted.

The Fox News Gold Rush

Kelly’s time at Fox News is where the Megyn Kelly net worth really started ballooning. She
also hosted America Live followed by The Kelly File which was one of the best-rated cable
news shows. It is prime-time golden ratings. Fox was evenly earning her a whopping 8 million



a year at the time, which put her just above the major leagues such as Tucker Carlson.

But there were greater fish Kelly had to fry. In 2017, she walked to the controversial move of
jumping ship to NBC to what everyone believed was the deal of a lifetime. The contract? A
gaping $69 million in three years. That is equivalent to 23 million a year but there are reports
that it was actually 15-20 million per year depending on the way you cut it.

The NBC Disaster That Became a Blessing

Here is the point at which the tale turns very nutsy. Kelly had a one-year-long stay at NBC.
Her afternoon show, Megyn Kelly Today, was not doing well on ratings and she did those
notorious statements about blackface Halloween costumes that helped her cancel faster than
career suicide.

The majority would roll into a ball and vanish following such social humiliation. But here’s the
beautiful twist that makes the Megyn Kelly net worth story so fascinating. At the time of
her firing by NBC they were still owed some money on that contract. The first reports
indicated that NBC was willing to part with the entire amount (69 million) of money to ensure
that she leaves and does not scream. She had apparently even demanded an additional 10
million to be added to a confidentiality agreement.

Although the ultimate settlement was said to have been nearer to the amount of 30 million, it
is time to be transparent and straight about the case. Kelly received millions of dollars to not
work with NBC. She essentially received a golden parachute, which others will hardly achieve
through ten lives, and then she could do with it as she pleases. Talk about failing upward.

Building the Independent Media Empire

This is where Kelly came out showing that she is not just another pretty face reading off a
telepromptter. She did not crawl back into Fox News or attempt to secure another big
network deal, but instead went rogue. She released a stand-alone podcast, The Megyn Kelly
Show in 2020, and this is where the modern Megyn Kelly net worth story really takes off.

The podcast began on SiriusXM and it was soon after made into one of the best conservative
talk shows in America. She signed a multi-year deal with Spotify in 2023 worth a minimum of
an exclusive 15 million dollars. By the end of 2025, her YouTube channel has more than 4
million subscribers. Her show alone in July 2023 attracted 116.8 million views, and that is
completely insane when you look at the amount NBC News happened to obtain within the



same month; it is only 78 million views. The network that fired her is right, yeah.

In present times, The Megyn Kelly Show is estimated to earn an annual revenue of between 5
to 7 million dollars in terms of advertisement, subscription, and syndication fees. Her annual
income lies between 15 to 20 million once you put into consideration her other sources of
revenue. Not bad considering that the person works in a home studio.

The 2025 Expansion

Kelly didn’t stop there. On February 2025, she started a second podcast titled AM Update
with Megyn Kelly which is a daily news digest programme. Then in March 2025, she won the
IHeartRadio podcast award in Best Political Podcast and started her own podcast and video
network, MK Media. The network has such shows as Next Up with Mark Halperin, The nerve
with Maureen Callahan and many more.

She is basically creating a conservative media mini-empire, which is directly competing with
the legacy outlets which employed her. And the Megyn Kelly net worth continues climbing
as she has ownership of the entire thing. No business executives, no network executives to
report to, simple entrepreneurial capitalism.

Speaking Fees and Book Deals

Her other sources of income are ridiculous and thus need to be discussed. Kelly charges
between 100,000 and 150,000 a time she speaks. Even her 2024 Uncancellable Tour earned
her more than 3 million. Think about that for a second. During her tours she earned three
million dollars by merely going round to interact with people who paid to listen to her views.

In 2016, HarperCollins gave her a ten-million-dollar advance and her memoir, Settle for More,
was a New York Times bestseller. The book is said to have made about $ 6 million in
advances and royalties combined and it continues to make her money in sales.

Real Estate and Future Plans

In comparison to other media figures who make tens of millions, Kelly maintains her personal
expenditure on a rather low profile. In 2020 she bought a mansion in Rye, New York that was
of colonial style and cost her 3.6 million dollars. It has more than 4000 square feet of ocean
view in the house and this really sounds quite good.



Here is however the thrilling aspect of her business future. Kelly has recently declared the
intention to open an audience live studio of a state-of-the-art in Florida, which is due to be
launched in Fall 2025. She is investing herself in this project of $4 million that will see live
podcast tapings, political panels, and town halls. This action is an indication that she is not
satisfied with remote podcasts only but wants to create the whole structure of media
production.

What the Future Holds

Looking ahead to 2026 and beyond, the Megyn Kelly net worth trajectory looks incredibly
strong. The legacy media is handing over to independent media. Joe Rogan has recently
signed a new 250m dollar contract with Spotify. Tucker Carlson is exporting it with his own
independent company. The whole media is moving towards personality-based, self-sourced
media.

Kelly is well placed to take this change. She has the name, the dedicated fan base, the
business platform and above all she owns her content. Her overall net worth may surpass the
estimated 50 million by the end of 2026, which is being forecasted by some financial
analysts, and that is conservative to say the least considering the rapid expansion of her
media company.

The 2024 cycle created huge traffic to the political commentary shows and that will be
monetizing in 2025 and 2026. Kelly is in a position to bargain a nine figure deal with a giant
site or even sell a share of MK Media at huge amounts.

The Bottom Line

The Megyn Kelly net worth currently sits at approximately $45 million, but that is not the
total of the story. She is no longer a network news anchor who is picking a paycheck but a
media mogul who owns her whole business. She was fired in disgrace and put her empire
together that does better than the very networks that would not touch her with a ten-foot
pole.

Without politics, the story of Kelly is sincerely rather motivating. She was knocked on the
ground, grabbed her severance money and constructed something bigger than the previous
one. She gambled on herself when everybody was writing her off. And now she earns more
money and is freer than ever having to work with the big media houses.
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You love her, you hate her, but you will have to agree with me that the woman knows how to
squeeze lemonade out of lemons. Or in this instance make getting fired a $45 million net
worth and counting. Not that bad to be considered someone who had been cancelled a few
years ago.


